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THE ART OF RACING IN THE RAIN

By Garth Stein

Once every few years a novel comes along that touches its readers so deeply that it changes the way that they look at their own lives. Garth Stein’s THE ART OF RACING IN THE RAIN (Harper; On Sale: May 13, 2008; $23.95; Hardcover), a heart-wrenching love story and a moving tale of redemption narrated in the opinionated and insightful voice of an extraordinary mutt, Enzo, is one such novel. 
Though he has learned so much by watching television and listening closely to his owner Denny Swift’s musings on life and auto racing, Enzo is frustrated by his inability to communicate with anything other than gestures – a bark here, a tail wag there.  The words this deep thinker would utter if only he could … (And don’t even get him started on the indignity of not having thumbs!) A firm believer in reincarnation (he has seen a National Geographic Channel documentary on the subject), he prepares diligently for the moment his soul is ready to return to earth and inhabit a human form. Then he will become a gifted race car driver and an honorable man, just like his idol Denny.
On the eve of his death, this mixed breed looks back on his life and chronicles the ups and downs that he and the Swifts have endured together. From the moment Denny chooses him from a litter of puppies and brings him back to his home in Seattle, they are a perfect match.  Together, they study the craft of racing, and Enzo absorbs Denny’s theories about what makes a championship driver.  They both worship the late Ayrton Senna, a racer famed for his mastery of rainy conditions and their unpredictable outcomes, an innate understanding that Denny possesses as well.  Enzo soon realizes that the qualities that make one a champion on the track also apply to being successful as a person. 
When Eve, Denny’s future wife, enters the picture, she and Enzo eye each other warily.  It takes a jealous Enzo time to warm up to this stranger vying for Denny’s attention and affection. But soon Eve and Denny’s daughter, Zoë, is born, and Enzo welcomes his responsibilities as a big brother.  All seems well, until Eve falls ill with untreatable brain cancer; within months of being diagnosed, she passes away.  

After her death, Eve's wealthy parents wage a protracted custody fight for Zoë, and even engineer criminal charges against their grieving son-in-law.  This legal onslaught costs Denny his last dollar, separates him from his daughter, prevents him from racing, and tests his mettle.  Throughout his ordeal, Denny refuses to give up, calling upon the very qualities -- patience, balance, anticipation, perseverance and selflessness -- that serve him so well behind the wheel.  And when, in the darkest of moments, Denny does stumble in his resolve, Enzo is there to support him.

Now, with time running out, a devoted Enzo pushes through his own final lap to point Denny towards professional glory and personal happiness, propelling THE ART OF RACING IN THE RAIN to an emotional ending that also marks a hopeful new beginning for this amazing dog and his loved ones.

About the Author:

Garth Stein is the author of two novels, How Evan Broke His Head and Other Secrets, winner of a 2006 PNBA Book Award, and Raven Stole the Moon; he has also written a full-length play, Brother Jones. He worked as a documentary filmmaker for several years, co-producing The Last Party, starring Robert Downey, Jr. In addition, he has directed and/or produced several other films including When Your Head’s Not a Head, It’s a Nut, which aired nationally on PBS and was awarded a gold medal by the International Epilepsy Foundation. Garth teaches fiction to writers from second grade to adult.  He makes his home in Seattle with his wife, three sons, and his dog, Comet.
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